Note from Trenna: please don’t take these figures as the gospel truth. In some cases, there wasn’t exact data available and I extrapolated from what was there (eg WRAP figures on stuff thrown away). In other cases, eg poverty figures, I don’t know what the definition of poverty is in these cases, and they don’t necessarily directly translate to (poor) quality of life. And you might consider the sources biased. But I thought you might like them for interest anyway.
In 1965, American CEOs made 24 times that of their workers.

In 2005, it was 262 times.


[no equivalent data]

*

For the same amount of work, women earn 23% less than men.

-UK = 17% [source: Office of National Statistics]
*

African Americans are 3 times more likely than whites to live in poverty.

27% of Latino children live in poverty.

In the UK, members of ethnic minorities are twice as likely as white people to live in poverty. [source: Department of Work and Pensions, Households Below Average Income.]
 51% of black children in the UK live in poverty. [source: The Poverty Site, Low Income and Ethnicity]
*

African Americans are 13% of the US population, but 48% of the prison population.

In the UK, ethnic minorities make up 12% of the overall population, and 25% of the prison population. Of the British national prison population, 10% are black – this is significantly higher than the 2% of the general population they represent. [source: Prison Reform Trust]
*

Of developed countries, the US is ranked 20th for child welfare. Out of 21.

The UK is 21st.
*

In fact, the United States has one of the highest rates of mental illness in the world. One out of four people in the US are suffering from significant mental disorders. On any given day, 700,000 people receive treatment for alcoholism – and perhaps millions more go untreated.

In the UK, one in six adults suffer from a mental disorder, and one in ten children aged 5-16. [sources: Office of National Statistics and The Children’s Society report 2009]

2.3 million adults in the UK are labelled ‘harmful’ or ‘higher risk’ drinkers by the Government, that is men drinking more than 50 units of alcohol a week and women drinking more than 35. [source: Drink Aware]
*

The typical American child in his or her lifetime will witness 8,000 murders and 100,000 acts of violence on television, and by age 18 will have spent more time in front of the television than in school.

Dear Trenna,

I don't have the UK violence equivalent data, but it is commonly accepted that children at most ages actually spend more time in front of the television screen than in school and you would be safe in claiming this.

Yours sincerely,

Aric Sigman

*

In How Did We Get Here? Video 3-2 Worldview and Assumptions:

-every day, the US throws ‘away’ 305 million aluminium cans

-




426,000 cell phones

-




27 million paper bags*

-




576 million plastic bottles

UK 

· 8.2 million aluminium cans

· [45 million people have mobile phones in UK; on average they upgrade every 18 months]

· 16.438 tons of household food every day

· 22 million plastic bottles

[sources: WRAP – Waste & Resources Action Program; and Mobile Data Association]

*Couldn’t find any info on paper bags in the UK, so substituted food waste.
