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PRESS RELEASE
April, 2009
Be The Change Symposium comes to Cheltenham, Saturday 30 May 2009

An international movement comes to Cheltenham for the first time on Saturday 30 May 2009.  Local people have a great opportunity to assess recent developments, connect and participate with existing local initiatives and start to Be The Change by taking constructive personal actions.  

The Symposium takes a fresh look at our most critical current concerns - environmental sustainability, social justice and spiritual fulfilment - and explores the connections between them. It offers a unique insight into the nature of our world, with leading-edge information, dynamic group interaction and inspiring video clips from some of the world's most respected thinkers and doers, including Paul Hawken, Desmond Tutu, Julia Butterfly Hill, Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry.
“This event will appeal to people who perhaps feel they want to do something but don’t quite know what.”, says local organiser Vanessa Angelo-Thomson.  “By seeing the issues of environmental sustainability, social justice and spiritual fulfilment as sides of the same coin, the Symposium offers a unique perspective as well as many possibilities to take part in a positive move forwards.”  

“This event is also about connecting the many existing local initiatives with each other and a much wider picture”, says Vanessa Angelo-Thomson.  “We invite people to connect their concerns about specific aspects – climate change, the environment, the G20, rising stress levels – with the big picture of where we are, how we got here and how to move forwards.”  
Existing local groups are invited to get involved by attending, by bringing information and by encouraging their members to participate and to further evolve the community, inspired by informed optimism.   Local organisations including Cheltenham Connect and The Stable along with members of Vision 21, Friends of the Earth and the University of Gloucester have given their support.  Local MP, Martin Horwood will be joining in the afternoon and Mark Coote,  Prospective Parliamentary Conservative Candidate for Cheltenham will be attending in the morning.   

WHERE AND WHEN:

The Be The Change Symposium will be held on Saturday 30 May 2009 at Church House, Gratton Road, Cheltenham GL50 2ER, 10am-4pm.  £20 (£15 concessions) including lunch and refreshments.  More information and bookings at www.bethechange.org.uk.  

CONTACTS:

For information on the Cheltenham Symposium contact:
Vanessa Angelo-Thompson on 01242 693552 or vanessaangelothomson@hotmail.com.

For information on the wider Be The Change organisation contact:

Zara Kirk on 07765 954 779 or zara@seaofchange.co.uk.
NOTE TO EDITORS:

1. The Symposium was first presented in the UK in 2006, and has been run all over the world, including over 80 times in the UK. There are some 150+ trained volunteer facilitators in the UK, and over 1,500+ world-wide. This is the first Be The Change Symposium for Cheltenham and Gloucester.  

2. Be The Change is a UK-based organisation,  with no political or religious affiliation. Initially set up to organise annual Be The Change conferences in London, it is now the vehicle for a number of initiatives including the Symposium. For more information about Be The Change,please see www.bethechange.org.uk.


3. The Symposium was created by The Pachamama Alliance, based in San Francisco and Amazonian Ecuador. For more information about The Pachamama Alliance and the world-wide Symposium Initiative please see: www.pachamama.org.
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